REEFTON WEEKEND POSSIBILITIES
Reefton is a good base for the following river runs.

1. BOYLE RIVER - Grade2-3 right by the highway, a possibility on the way to Reefton on Saturday, or
on Sunday on the way home.

2. MARUIA RIVER - GORGE - Gradel, 2 and some 3s. A longish day, possibility on Sunday, if other

rivers are too high. Better with moderate flow. Too high = BIG waves.

UPPER GREY RIVER — Grade 2 with some 3s. Possibility on Saturday if flows are up just a smidgen.

GREY RIVER — GENTLE ANNIE GORGES — Grade 3 average. Possibility Sunday if flows are amenable.

5. BULLER RIVER - LYELL CREEK RUN - a possibility if all rivers are low. This is a really good Grade 3
run at late summer low flows as there are more eddies and fewer big holes.

6. INANGAHUA RIVER - sooo00 handy! Needs water. Lots of options at every difficulty level if it is wet
and the other rivers are flooded. See info below.
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INANGAHUA NOTES

This river has a major State Highway running alongside the river for most of its navigable length, with access
points at many points. Depending on what difficulty you can manage, the river, after rain, offers a spectrum
of trips from Grade 2 to 5. Basically the further up you get in - the harder the trip. You can scout quite a

bit from the road.

Grade 2 — put in at the Inangahua Swingbridge Reserve on the R about 8 km from Reefton, and paddle
down to Reefton.

Grade 3 — put in 10 km above the Swingbridge and paddle down to the Swingbridge.

Grade 3+ — put in 14.3km above the Swingbridge

Grade 4 — put in a Tobin's Bridge 18.3 km

Grade 5+ — put 21 km above the Swingbridge, and carry a chainsaw.

Hazards — trees fall in the river and wash down. In some places these trees are a mandatory portage.
Flow —the river is best during or after rain. Luckily rain is relatively frequent.

The following photos were taken at a gauge reading of 1500mm or 35 cumecs which is probably an ideal
flow. Higher flows are pretty full on and lower flows tend to be a grovel.
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@10km above Swingbridge @ 35
cumecs




Looking upstream @ 10 km put
in.

@ 14 km put in
Now it’s Grade 3 and a bit woody

@ Tobin's Bridge put in, looking
upstream. Grade 4 .

Below here the river eases back to
G3 for a while, with G3+ bits




The Hard Bit, the Upper Inangahua R.

Grade 5 rapid @ 20km above
Swingbridge. This drop is followed
by similar but bigger drops and the
odd log hazard. The river above this
is impractical due to trees.

The drops at the end of the section above. Yes, someone in
the WWCC has run these drops. (not me, and not likely
either)

The drop in the foreground is about 8m. We can all be
‘safety’ and ‘photographers’ if someone wants to run this.




